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organizing a sustainable event

Planning a sustainable event takes more than just tableware. 
True sustainability means working to ensure every element of 
your event, from the lights to the decor, is chosen with it�s 
impact on the earth in mind. 

Since the world of sustainability can seem a bit gigantic, 
we�ve created this nifty guide to help you focus on the 
steps that speak to you.

how to contribute!

The goal of this guide is to offer a constantly evolving 
resource of helpful ideas.  We�ve tapped industry experts 
for their advice and we�d love to get your input too.  Send in 
your own best practices and tips for organizing sustainable 
events and we�ll include the juicy ones in the next version of 
the guide. 

Take a peek and contact us at weloveyou@sustainableparty.
com if you have any ideas to add!
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categories of sustainability

Our ideas are organized across seven categories of 
sustainability.  While there are oodles of things you can do, 
these categories are the core areas of event planning that 
could use a little eco-conscious love. 

Community
Resource Conservation
Food
Transportation
Materials
Waste Management
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rating system

It�s hard to know the level of impact your efforts are having. 
So we�ve created the Sustainable Party rating system to help 
you keep track of all of your good deeds. 

Simply check off the ideas you�ve implemented and count 
them up when you�re through. Check out the chart below 
and see how your event stacks up. 

I did this!

SP rating system
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start with the simple stuff
and build up to true sustainability.
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you’re on you’re way to a
sustainable party- don’t stop now!
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you’ve planned an event to be proud of.
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category one

Community
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Signs serve as a reminders to guests of the awesome things 
available right around the corner.  Highlight the local communi-
ty’s needs, accomplishments, and history and prompt people to 
attend a community building event or make a donation. 

how it’s done

I did this!

SP rating system
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Create signs promoting the 
best your community has to offer. 

category :: community

idea #1
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I did this!

SP rating system
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Make a positive impact in the local or global community by 
using your event as a vehicle for donations.  Whether you require 
your guests or sponsors to make direct donations or come up 
with a creative solution, throwing a party for a cause can increase 
attendance and make your guests feel all warm and fuzzy. 

how it’s done
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idea #2

category :: community



idea #4

I did this!

SP rating system

'2008 sustainableparty.com

category :: community

some ideas!

É lmvi hmwehzerxekih wxejj jsv }syv izirx

É tevxriv {mxl e gsqqyrmx} kvsyt erh lmklpmklx xlimv geywi

É tvszmhi pmzmrk1{eki xs wxejj epsrk {mxl ihygexmsr sv wompp 
   training programs

Find unique ways to connect 
your event to the community

idea #3
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category two

Resource
Conservation



idea #5

how it’s done

I did this!

SP rating system
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Most of the time, people just forget to do the simple eco-things 
that can make a big difference.  Create signs reminding guests 
to turn off the lights.  You can also get creative and incorporate 
regional and global facts, further actions steps the reader can 
take, or more energy-related information.

Bonus!  The Sustainable Party signage package features sleek 
printable reminder signs for turning out the lights!

Create signs reminding guests 
to conserve energy

category :: resource conservation

idea #4


